The Family of William Warren Sn.and Hannah Woolliss 

Introduction 

This history is written based upon various records and stories I have recovered over time. Much 
of what I have recorded here was supplied by Robert Edward Warren Jr., my uncle, who has 
since passed. A great amount of his genealogical work was very limited at the time he published 
his work, “The Warren Family" due in great part to the physical and technological limitations of 
genealogical research during his time. Much of what he used also came from an eastern cousin, 
Helen Burchell. The use of digital archives and internet capabilities have greatly increased 
access to records that were not available to my uncle, Robert Warren and/or Helen Burchell. 
Both have since passed away so without permission I have used much of his and her works; 
corrected and expanded the history based upon the records I have discovered and pictures I 
have included from the archive I have preserved for the family. I have tried to preserve the 
integrity of the information provided. Corrections and additions to the original article of 
Robert Warren Jr are shown in bold lettering and brackets ( ). 

Many of the photos and some of the information I have included have come to me through 
various extended family members, including Berneda Bergum, Barbara Turner, Ken Scott, and 
Ellen DiMitri, and most recently Wayne Warren. Thank you all for contributing. Some 
corrections were necessary for historical accuracy. 
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(William Warren Senior was born Sept 23, 1825) 

William Warren Sn. married Hannah Woolliss on Nov 22 ,1848 at Thoresway, 
Lincolnshire, England. William and Hannah's marriage certificate reads: 

tf/oo/fcc, fi//e^i^/ej, cfou ofjok/^ tf/oo/ficc, M. 


fl/(/i7/io.i*x. i*Mc(e Tie/' fXjJ 

If/itt^ecced7>j/JoTi/^ SsscTifc/eJ, £/izo».7pet7i 


(It would appear that William was educated to the point of literacy while 
Hannah could not read or write even her own name as witnessed in the 
marriage certificate. 

It seems that she did eventually learn to read and write as I have a photo 
showing her reading the Bible. In the 1861 Census she is shown as unable 
to read or write and in the 1871 Census, Hannah indicated to the census 
taker that she can indeed read and write. Somewhere in this ten year 
period Hanna became literate. The question then is: Who taught Hannah to 
read and write? She also indicates that her son, William Jr., also could 
read and write and that the remainder of her children were attending 



school. It could hove been William Sn., or any of her children. Perhaps she 
learned to read with the materials her children brought home from school.) 

Hannah Woolliss was the daughter of John and Ann Woolliss. She was born 
about (actually, Nov 4), 1826 in Barnoldby Le Beck, Lincolnshire, England. 

(Her father was a farm labourer who died when Hannah was only three 
years old In 1929. This left her mother Anna, actually Mary Ann Robinson 
Woolis without a means of support. Her older son's, George and John 
Woolis Jr. (twins) and Robert probably helped to keep the family together. 
Despite their best efforts, Anna, and her younger set of twin girls, Hannah 
and Elizabeth entered the poorhouse or "workhouse" around 1837. During 
their time there, Elizabeth Woolis, Hannah's twin sister,became ill and 
died. She Is buried In the shared grave with her father John Woolis Sn. 
There are no stories passed down about Anna or Hannah's life In the 
poorhouse. This Information comes strictly from research and documents 
uncovered. There were no stories probably because people would rather 
forget than talk about the very worst times of their lives. 

Eventually, Anna met and remarried to John Brewster. Once they married 
In 1840, Anna moved from the poorhouse and Hannah went to live with 
them. Shortly after his mother's marriage, Anna's son George died In 1840, 
at 27 and he was also placed In the grave with his father, John and his 
sister Elizabeth. George never married. John Jr., George's twin, married 
and stayed In England. Edmund Woolis,Anna's youngest son, left for Canada 
In 1844. Hannah and William, would move to Canada In 1853. Robert finally 
Immigrated to America In 1858. 

Hannah became a servant (maid) at the age of twelve. Eight years would 
pass before she met and married William Warren. Hannah's brother Robert 
worked for the railroad. William Warren also worked as a labourer for the 
railroad. Is It possible that Hannah met William through Robert? We can 
never be sure.) 

Where William and Hannah lived for the first three years of their marriage is 
unknown. Oral tradition tells that their first son, William, was born in the 
Waltham area (Oct 6, 1850) However, there is no Warren family recorded in 
the 1851 census for Waltham, Lincolnshire. It is quite probable that the family 
moved from Lincolnshire to Waltham, Hertfordshire in the area of Cheshunt. 

Two years, later a second son (David) was born. (Aug 27, 1852) Family stories 
tell that David was just six months old when the family immigrated to Canada in 
1853, most likely in the month of February. 



One wonders how William could afford to immigrate. The lowest fare from 
Liverpool to Quebec (Upper Canada at the time) was £3. One pound higher 
was charged from London. Passengers under fourteen were charged half fare 
and often no fee was charged for infants under twelve months. However, the 
family would need to provide their own provisions on the voyage and have some 
funds to begin their life in Canada. After settling in Canada, William worked for 
the railroads, often leaving his family alone for long periods of time. Again, one 
wonders if he was one of the thousands of immigrants who obtained cheap 
passage to Canada through the railroads in exchange for contract work. (This 
may perhaps be the case but by 1861 according to the census, William rose 
to the rank of foreman with the railroad, a position not typically left to 
contractors. ) Throughout the 1850's work was readily available. The Grand 

Trunk Railroad began in 
1853, and officially opened 
from Montreal to Toronto in 
1859; providing work for 
thousands of immigrants. 

(The picture shown here 
is from a postcard showing 
the construction results of 
the Grand Trunk Railroad 
In 1859.) 


It is most probable, upon 
arrival in Canada, that the 
family settled immediately on the 2nd range. Lot 30, Matilda Township, Dundas 
County, Canada West (Ontario). For a brief time, Benjamin Warren resided on 
the adjacent property. However his name completely disappears from Matilda 
Township records shortly after. (I have been unable to confirm this at all. 

But William Warren Sn. did have an Uncle Benjamin. As far as I am aware, 
Benjamin remained In England and Is buried there.) Since Benjamin was a 
common name in the Hertfordshire Warren families one speculates whether 
they were related and immigrated together or whether William chose Matilda 
because a relative was already settled there. About a year after their arrival in 
Canada, John was born. (John was actually born In 1854) Canada West is 
recorded in later Census records as his birthplace. The 1861 census shows he 
was seven years old at the time. 

The 1856 baptismal certificate for his (William and Hannah's) daughter 
Hannah, recorded William Sn. as being a labourer on the railroad. (By 1861 he 
















Is shown as a foreman.) Oral tradition tells of William being contracted to 
prepare the rail beds. The 1861 Census Record gives insight into what life must 
have been like for Hannah who was often left in charge of the family and farm. 
Their home was a one and a half storey frame house. They rented the 50 acre 
farm, all was bush except two acres; one planted in corn and the other potatoes 
At the time of the Census, they had two cows and two calves, two hundred 
pounds of salt pork, and one hundred pounds of butter. The farm was valued at 
$600. 


Without a garden, potatoes and salt pork would have been the mainstay of 
their diet. However, considering what their lot may have been during the Hungry 
Forties in England, Hannah and William probably felt life had improved. 

By 1861 the family had grown to include another daughter, Sarah. David, John, 
and Hannah Elizabeth "Ann" all attended the one room school that was within a 
half a mile of their home. William Jr., age eleven, did not attend school. 

William Sn. and Hannah must have been quite frugal with their money. 

In 1863, William Sn. purchased the farm from Robert Watt for $600. 

In August (actually May 14) of 1864, John, William and Hannah's third son, 
died at the age of 10 years, 10 months. The cause of death is unknown, (the 
death record for John listed the cause of death as spinal affliction, 
perhaps meningitis ?) 

At the age of 39, Hannah was widowed. William Warren drowned crossing the 
Niagara River. He was employed by the railroad and it was believed that he had 
finished a job and had been paid. He and a fellow worker crossed the Niagara 

River to the American Side to 
purchase a keg of "spirits". His fellow 
worker arrived back but William did 
not survive the trip. A clergyman in 
the Niagara area notified the 
ministers around William's home. 
Through these contacts the family 
learned of William's death several 
weeks later. (Over time, a few 
exaggerated stories surrounded the 
death of William Warren Sn. It was 
said that he was robbed while 
transporting the payroll. There Is of 
course the story that he purchased 
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a keg of spirits and drowned transporting it across the river as mentioned 
here. At first, it was recorded that William Sn. died in 1865. None of 
these stories would prove to be correct. After a great deal of dogged 
research, I actually did find a record of the event that took my great, 
great grandfather's life. It came to me In the form of a newspaper record 
from the front page of the York Herald Newspaper about his death. It was 
published on January 15 of 1866. It pins his death and its cause exactly to 
Saturday Jan 13, 1866. It Is shown here. ) 

William Warren Jr. B. Oct 6, 1850-1917 M Sarah Robinson 

David Warren B. Aug 28, 1852-1933 M. Melissa Keck 

John Warren B. Oct 6, 1854 Canada West D. May 14, 1864 

Hannah "Ann" Elizabeth B. Sept 18, 1856-1879 M. Abbott 

Sarah Ann B. April 17, 1857-1929 M Daniel Weekes 

Charlotte (Lottie) Warren B. June 1861-1921 M. Joseph Fisher 

Thomas Warren B. June 7, 1863-1919 M. 1884 Lena Francis Derby) 


(Upon the death of his father, 15 year old William Jr. assumed the 
responsibility of head of the household. The tragic death of her husband 
William Sn. left Hannah with six children to care for. Hannah, sent David, 
her second oldest son and her daughter Sarah to live with William's Sn's, 
youngest sister Charlotte and her sister In law,for a time. In Low Moor, 
Iowa. Charlotte May Warren came to Iowa In 1865; Charlotte had married 
John Crompton In June of 1865. During this time there was a huge influx 
of Lincolnshire residents that emigrated from England to Iowa. 

Times were tough on the Matilda farm but not anything like the times that 
Hannah and William had suffered though and faced In England before they 
came to Canada. Hannah had spent time as a young girl in the dreaded 
workhouses along with her sister and mother, after her father John Woolls 
died. In the workhouse, her twin sister Elizabeth, had become ill and died. 
Then after her mother married John Robinson and they left the workhouse 
In 1840, Hannah became a domestic servant at the age of 12. Her brother, 
George also died In 1840. Both Elizabeth, her sister, and George were 
buried In the same grave as her father, John Woolls. 



All this despite the hardship made Hannah stronger; she would not be 
knocked down again. They still had the farm. She put her eldest son, 
William Jr in charge of it. In April of that year, the Fenian Raids 
occurred and the government called for ten thousand volunteers; men to 
help quell the invasion of the self styled "Liberators of the Irish" and drive 
the Fenians back across the border to the USA. The ten thousand stepped 
forward almost overnight, and In amongst them stood William Warren Jr., 
Hannah's oldest son. He was just sixteen years old. I am sure his mother 
Hannah was very worried. 

She would have had to manage the farm till he returned. William's service 
did not last very long and he was appointed the rank of Captain In the 
militia. From April 15 to June 20, 1866 William's outfit guarded the 
Niagara Suspension Bridge and he spent another month in charge of the 
volunteers at Port Colborne. He returned home around the end of July. 

Hanah and her fourteen year old son David must have seeded the crop that 
year. William was home again and took the farm upon his shoulders. What a 
difficult time It must have been for Hannah for she was still grieving the 
loss of her husband. With the return of William, and the civil war ended In 
the USA, Hannah sent two of her children away to live for a time to live 
with Charlotte Warren Crampton and John Crompton. David the older od 
the two accompanied his sister by train to Low Moor, Iowa. We found both 
David and Sarah Warren there In the 1870 census living with the Crampton 
family. David is shown as a farm hand and Sarah is listed as a 
house-servant. 

Elizabeth (Humphries) Warren, William Warren Sn's mother, was also now 
living In Low Moor, Iowa. David Warren, William Warren Sn. and Charlotte 
Crompton's father,had died in 1864 and was buried back in England. 
According to the 1880 census of Iowa, Elizabeth Warren aged 72 and now 
widowed was living with her daughter Charlotte Crampton. Elizabeth, her 
second youngest daughter, also lived in Low Moor, Iowa. The younger 
Elizabeth (Warren) Brocklesby came with her children and her husband, 
James Brocklesby, to Iowa In 1872. It Is believed that the Brocklesby's 
brought Elizabeth Warren to America with them on the S.S. England. 

This helped William, who was probably struggling at first, to "get on his 
feet" as It were. David and Sarah both returned to Iriquos and we find 
them there In 1871. The Census also shows the other children attending 



school and David, now 18, as not going to school.lt is unknown if they ever 
met their Grandmother Elizabeth (Humphries) Warren. 

With David and Sarah away, Hannah was now able to manage with the help 
of her older daughter Hannah, to care for her daughter Charlotte "Lottie" 
and their youngest son Thomas W. Warren. The younger Hannah or Ann 
was thought to have passed away in 1879.This was incorrect. She had a 
daughter she named Ethlel Abbott that was born In 1880. She was still 
alive in 1881 according to the census. 

David and Sarah Warren returned to Matilda, 

Canada and in 1872 David married Melissa 
Keck and took a farm of his own in Glen 
Stewart Township close to MMatilda. 

The Keck family lived just down the road 
from the Matilda farm. Though they did live 
with the Warren family for a short time 
after they were married, eventually David 
and Melissa would move to Glen Stewart, a 
neighboring area to farm. 

David and Melissa along with three of their 
children are buried In a private cemetery on 
their old Glen Stewart farm.William Warren 
Jr married Sarah Robertson on Jan 1 of 
1873. 

Hannah"Ann" lived on the Matilda homeplace with William (See Below) She had 
a daughter Ethiel, born in July of 1880. In the 1881 Census, Ann is listed as 
married. Her last name is Abbott, but she was always known as Warren. Ethiel 
never married and died on March 6,1920. 

Interestingly enough by 1881, there were actually two separate homes now 
on the Matilda farm. The 1881 Census clearly shows this. The newest home 
was built by Hannah's son, William Jr. William was living there as "Head of 
House" with his spouse Sarah Robinson Warren and his first three children 
Agnes, Charlotte, and William. Two of their children had already passed 
away. Sometime after 1873 when William and Sarah married, William built 
a home for his family to live In. 













The original farmhouse was the home that Hannah lived in since she settled 
In Matilda back In 1852. The census shows Hannah as "Head of House". 
Also living with her Is Elizabeth (Anna E. Abbott) and her daughter Ethlel 
Abbott, Charlotte "Lottie" Warren and her son Isaiah Warren, and 
Hannah's youngest son, Thomas William Warren. 


An additional child, Isaiah Warren, aged 6, was listed in the 1881 Census as 
residing with the family. Nothing is known about this child. (Hannah's third 
daughter, Charlotte "Lottie" Warren married Joseph Fisher. Prior to their 
marriage, according to records I have located, Charlotte back In 1875, had 
a child In Toronto at the age of 14, Isaiah Warren. The record clearly 
shows the phrase "Illegitimate". The birth record I have comes from a 
home for unwed mothers. I think there was an Intention for her to have 
her child adopted but perhaps to the families credit, this did not happen. 
We find both of them back living at the Warren farm In the 1881 census. 
Charlotte and Joseph had two additional children, Hannah Maude Fisher and 
Charlotte Beatrice Fisher. Isaiah Warren married his cousin, Matilda 
Weekes, the daughter of Sarah Warren and Daniel Weekes. Isaiah and 
Matilda are buried In Chattanooga, Tennessee, USA) 

Sarah married Daniel Weekes and moved to Harrisville , New York. Later they 
moved to Copenhagen, New York where Daniel operated a feed store. 

Charlotte, "Lottie", married Joseph Fisher. They lived in Iroquois at first. 

Later, Joe ran a butcher shop in Chesterville where they lived. Charlotte had 
two daughters Maude and Lottie. It is believed that they both married "Smiths" 
and lived in the Chesterville area. (Charlotte Beatrice married Fredrick Smith, 
a Chesterville farmer on Valentine's Day, Feb 14, 1917. Hannah Maude 
Fisher married Ralph Garfield Smith) 

The only information obtained on William and 
Hannah's son, Thomas, was that he moved to 
Michigan. 

(Hannah and William's youngest son, Thomas 
Warren, was born In 1863. He was three 
years old when his father died. Thomas 
eventually moved to Minnesota, and onto Low 
Moor, Iowa where he had two aunts that 
were living there. We are sure Thomas was 
aware that Charlotte Crompton or Elizabeth 









Brocklesby were actually his aunts because of David and Sarah, his older 
siblings. We are not sure if he was aware that he had an Uncle Robert 
Wooliss (Hannah's older brother) who had Immigrated to Wayne County, 
Iowa.) 

Thomas married Francis Lena Derby. Thomas passed away In 1919 In 
Fillmore, Minnesota, the same year as his mother Hannah passed away In 
Matilda, Ontario.Thomas' spouse Lena, lived with their son, Kenneth Warren 
in Iowa until 1938 She is buried beside Thomas in Fillmore, Minnesota). 


In Hannah Warren's later years she lived with her daughter , Lottie Fisher, in 
Chesterville. Hannah died April 25, 1919 at the age of 93 from pneumonia. 
She is buried in the Chesterville Cemetery. Buried with her Is her 

Granddaughter Ethlel Abbott. Ethlel worked as a bookkeeper and lived with 
the Fisher family for a while, she became sick. Ethel died the next year. 
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